~ The Cannabis Question:

An Examination of
the 1994 Files.

Based on the "Cannabis / Marijuana / Hashish / Hemp FAQ"
by BrTan”'S. dulig; ©1994%

BE WARNED -- this text has changed minds.
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The Plant of a Thousand Uses

Cannabis Sativa, or “useful hemp,” is one of humanity’s oldest and most versatile
crops. It provides four essential products from a single harvest:
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Medicine Seed
Resins from its flowers and leaves A highly digestible source of

have been used for millennia.

g

Fiber (Bast)

For durable textiles, rope,
and building materials.

®

Pulp (Hurd)

For paper and clean-burning
biomass fuels.

protein and essential fatty acids.
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A Superior Resource for Paper and Fiber.

1 acre of hemp produces

as much paper pulp as
4 acres of forest.

*Source: USDA, 1916*

Hemp paper is naturally acid-free and lasts for centuries, unlike
wood-pulp paper which requires harsh chemicals that pollute
the environment and cause the paper to yellow and decay.

50% of U.S.
Pesticides.

The U.S. cotton crop
uses half of the nation’s
total pesticides.

Hemp fiber is stronger and more durable than cotton
(the first Levi's jeans were made of hemp). It requires
little to no pesticides, uses less fertilizer, and
improves the soil it grows in.
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Fueling and Feeding the Future.
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Food Fuel
Hemp seed protein is nearly identical to protein Hemp biomass can be converted into charcoal,
in human blood, making it exceptionally easy methanol, or ethanol. Unlike fossil fuels,
to digest. It is the only seed containing essential biomass fuels are clean, add no net carbon
fatty oils with almost no saturated fat. A handful a dioxide to the atmosphere, and can be produced
day can supply an adult’s protein and oil needs. It domestically, creating energy independence.

is also more resistant to UV-B light than soy, a critical
trait in a world with a depleting ozone layer.

Fossil Fuels

Courier Prime Biomass

Biomass

Courier Prime
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[t Hemp is So Usetul, Why Was It Banned?

The story of prohibition is not about the hemp plant; it's about the medicine derived
from its flowers. The word ‘marijuana’—a Mexican slang term—was popularized in
the 1930s to intentionally sever the public’s connection between the beneficial hemp
crop and the ‘evil weed’ smoked by foreign minorities.
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A Pattern of Persecution

The criminalization of cannabis followed a well-established pattern used to target minority
groups who were seen as economic threats by the white working class.
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1880s-1900s: 1910s-1920s: 1930s:

Target: Chinese Immigrants Target: Black Americans Target: Mexican Immigrants
The substance of choice, Opium, Cocaine was falsely blamed for a During the Great Depression,

was banned to stir up racist wave of violent crime, with marijuana was falsely linked to a
sentiment and justify deportations propaganda claiming it gave black phony crime wave to justify hostility
or prevent further immigration. men superhuman strength. towards Mexican laborers.
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The Alliance of Power, Profit, and Prohibition

While racism provided the public-facing excuse, powerful industrial interests
worked behind the scenes to eliminate hemp as a competitor.
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Dupont Chemicals: Had just invented the
chemical pulping process for wood and was
invested in synthetic fibers like nylon, both
threatened by hemp.
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William Randolph Hearst: His newspaper
empire, built on timber holdings and cheap

wood-pulp paper, faced a direct threat from
superior hemp paper.

Andrew Mellon: As Treasury Secretary and Harry J. Anslinger: As head of the Federal Bureau of
Dupont’s banker, he appointed his nephew-in- Narcotics, he spearheaded the anti-marijuana propaganda
law to a key position. campaign (“Reefer Madness”) to secure funding and power

for his agency after alcohol prohibition ended.
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How a Wonder Crop Was Erased from History.

Carmnmatipasy 13, 1837

MARIHUANA TAX ACT OF 1937
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The 1937 Marihuana Tax Act was the weapon.
Passed with little debate, it imposed a prohibitive tax
that made the hemp industry commercially impossible.

—

The American Medical Association was given only
two days’ notice and objected to the banning of a
useful medicine, but was ignored.

The public remained unaware, not realizing that
“marijuana” and industrial “hemp” were the
same plant.

So complete was the erasure that a
government-sponsored “Hemp for Victory” program
during WWII had to be covered up for decades.
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Source Callout:
“Children do not
need to know

about hemp anymore.
It confuses them.”

- A Smithsonian
Museum curator,
explaining to
activist Jack Herer
why all mentions of
hemp were removed
from exhibits.
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To keep cannabis illegal, the narrative of racial threat was replaced by one
of public health danger. The following slides examine the most persistent claims
from the “Reefer Madness” era and compare them to the scientific understanding
available in 1994. Each headline is a direct question posed in the original FAQ.
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Doesn’t Marijuana Cause Brain Damage? Isn’t It More Potent Today?

On Brain Damage:

No. This claim is based on a widely publicized but poorly
performed 1970s monkey study that was later recanted.
Subsequent, more sensitive studies have failed to show
any evidence of marijuana killing brain cells. The “high”
comes from THC temporarily “tickling” brain cell
receptors, not destroying them.

This is your brain | This is your brain
on propaganda on cannabis
On Potency:
The “10 times stronger” claim is a myth. Potent cannabis
-~ q\ K\ cultivation is an ancient art. Even if it were true, it would

make smoking safer, as users would inhale less smoke.

% Users practice “auto-titration”—smoking only until the

desired effect is reached—so higher potency simply
means they consume less.

Higher potency = Less smoke inhaled.
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Isn’t Smoking Marijuana Worse For You
Than Smoking Cigarettes?

Nicotine

Nicotine vs. THC

Tobacco contains nicotine, which
hardens arteries and breaks down into a
carcinogen. Marijuana contains THC,
which is a bronchial dilator, meaning it
opens lung passages and helps clear
them.

Addiction & Usage

Tobacco is physically addictive,
leading to “chain smoking.”
Cannabis is not, and users smoke
significantly less.

THC: Bronchial Dilator

The Verdict on Safety

No death has ever been directly linked
to a marijuana overdose. A DEA
Administrative Law Judge in 1988
called marijuana “the safest
therapeutically active substance
known to mankind.”
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Isn’t Marijuana a ‘Gateway Drug’?

The Real Gateway is Prohibition

Consumer

Illegal
Dealer

Hard Drugs
(e.g., Heroin,
Cocaine)

The “gateway theory” is not supported by evidence.
In Amsterdam, when cannabis was decriminalized,
both marijuana and heroin use went down.

The only “gateway” is the illegal market. When a
person seeks to buy cannabis, they are put in
contact with dealers who may also sell harder
drugs. Legalizing and regulating cannabis would
separate these markets, severing the link and likely
reducing hard drug use.

Key Insight: The theory wrongly assumes that
because hard drug users often started with
marijuana, marijuana must be the cause. It’s

a correlation/causation fallacy.
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Does Marijuana Make You Lazy and Unmotivated?

The Myth

The concept of “amotivational syndrome” began as a media
myth based on racial stereotypes of the “lazy Mexican.”

The Science

i,:(ﬁr The U.S. Army studied the issue and found no effect on
Q/ motivation in adults. Some potential effects have been
noted in adolescents who use heavily, but these are not
—I4) poermanent and motivation returns after cessation.

The Context

The Global Context: In cultures like Jamaica, cannabis has
historically been used to help people work harder and longer.

The Social Reality: Major psychological studies have found
that casual adolescent marijuana users are often more
well-adjusted than their completely “drug-free” peers.
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The True Cost of a Failed War

Decades of prohibition have not eliminated cannabis use.
Instead, they have created a crisis in our justice system.

Imprisoning one The Consequence: Murderers and
person costs about rapists are released early to make
— The United States leads the world $20,000 per year. room for non-violent drug offenders.
in imprisonment. At any given time, The American Bar Association has
425 of every 100,000 people pleaded for an end to drug laws that
are behind bars (as of 1994). imprison users, as our courts and

prisons are past the breaking point.
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The Real Answer.

A uniquely valuable plant was made illegal through a campaign of racism and corporate
protectionism. Its banishment has been upheld by decades of propaganda, resulting in a justice
system in crisis and the loss of a sustainable resource for food, fuel, fiber, and medicine.

Marijuana is still illegal because enough people
have not yet stood up together and said:

THIS IS STUPID!! | WANT CANNABIS HEMP

LEGAL!!! FOR PRODUCTS; FOR MEDICINE;

FOR FOOD; FOR FUN; FOR GOODNESS'’S SAKE!
ISN'T THAT WHAT LIFE’S ALL ABOUT?!

- Cannabis FAQ, 1994




